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M u s e u m  U p d a t e          

 CAHS  Heritage Museum  
99 Railroad Street 
Open: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm  Daily 
CAHS members receive 10% 
discount in the Gift Shop 

 
VOLUNTEERS WELCOMEVOLUNTEERS WELCOMEVOLUNTEERS WELCOMEVOLUNTEERS WELCOME    
Museum  help is always wel-
come, and encouraged 
Contact Helen Wayland, or stop 
by the Museum—530-346-8599 

 

 
Visitor numbers continue 

increase . 
Dec 2010 Total: 794 

2010 Year Total: 10887 
 

Please stop in & see our 
latest exhibits & books 

 
 

Upcoming Local Events: 
 

 Placer Museum Tour 
August  

 
Donner Pass Historical 
Rendezvous Aug 13-14 

 
Colfax Railroad Days 1st 
weekend in October  

���� ����    

Wimpys on Highway 40 
Photo supplied by Jay MacIntyre 

View of Bear River 

From Old Bridge at 174 

B i t s  &  

P i e c e s  

Civil War Veteran Gravestone in Colfax Cemetery.  Lorenzo Ellibee who 
lived in Colfax around 1880. He was born in Ohio and was in the 29th 

Regiment of the Indiana Infantry. Came to CA, where he lived and worked 
as a teamster until his death in 1881.  

photos by Nilda Duffek    
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www.ColfaxHistory.org 

Dear Members, We need your 

help with articles or photo-

graphs for Cobblestones. 

Please send articles or photo-

graphs to our editor Teri Murch 

at teri@LiveInColfax.com  In-

clude “Cobblestones” in sub-

ject field.  

Articles can be in the most 

basic of text files.  If you do not 

have email, please ask some-

one to type it into an electronic 

format for you and send it to 

Teri via email.  A basic .txt file 

is preferred. 

Photographs should be at 

highest resolution for best 

print quality.  Teri can scan 

them if you leave them at the 

museum and call her at      

530-798-0215.   

Next deadline for articles is 

July  19, 2011   

Thank-you 

C a l l  F o r  A r t i c l e s  

A r m e d  F o r c e s  D a y  &   

M e m o r i a l  D a y  

Armed Forces Day May 21, 2011Armed Forces Day May 21, 2011Armed Forces Day May 21, 2011Armed Forces Day May 21, 2011    

In the United States, Armed 
Forces Day is celebrated on the 
third Saturday in May. It falls near 
the end of Armed Forces Week, 
which begins on the second Sat-
urday of May and ends on the 

third Sunday of May. 

The day was created in 1949 to 
honor Americans serving in the 
five U.S. military branches – the 
Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, 
and Coast Guard – following the 
consolidation of the military ser-
vices in the Department of De-
fense. It was intended to replace 
the separate Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard Days, but the separate 
days are still observed, especially 

within the respective services. 

The first Armed Forces Day was 
celebrated by parades, open 
houses, receptions and air 
shows. In 1962, President Ken-
nedy established Armed Forces 
Day as an official holiday. The 
United States' longest running 
city-sponsored Armed Forces Day 
Parade is held in Bremerton, 
Washington. In 2009, Bremerton 
celebrated the 61st Armed 

Forces Day Parade 

Because of their unique training 
schedules, National Guard and 

Reserve units may celebrate 
Armed Forces Day/Week over 
any period 

in May. 

 

Memor ia l Memor ia l Memor ia l Memor ia l 
Day May Day May Day May Day May 

30, 201130, 201130, 201130, 2011    

Observances Remembrance of 

American war dead  

Memorial Day is a United 
States federal holiday observed 
on the last Monday of May. 
Formerly known as Decoration 
Day, it commemorates U.S. 
soldiers who died while in the 
military service. First enacted 
to honor Union and Confeder-
ate soldiers following the 
American Civil War, it was ex-
tended after World War I to 
honor Americans who have 

died in all wars. 

Memorial Day often marks the 
start of the summer vacation 

season, and Labor Day its end. 

Begun as a ritual of remem-
brance and reconciliation after 
the Civil War, by the early 20th 
century, Memorial Day was an 
occasion for more general ex-
pressions of memory, as ordi-
nary people visited the graves 
of their deceased relatives, 

whether they had served in the 
military or not. It also became a 
long weekend increasingly devoted 
to shopping, family get-togethers, 
fireworks, trips to the beach, and 
national media events such as the 
Indianapolis 500 and the Coca-
Cola 600 auto races, the former 
has been held since 1911 on the 
Sunday of Memorial Day weekend. 
The latter, since 1960 on Sunday 

Night of Memorial Day weekend. 

 

Above Information found on 

Wikipedia 

 

Casualties during the US Civil War 
were estimated at 620,000.  This 
year is the 150year Anniversary of 

the start of the Civil War. 

 

To help re-educate and remind 
Americans of the true meaning of 
Memorial Day, the "National Mo-
ment of Remembrance" resolu-
tion was passed on Dec 2000 
which asks that at 3 p.m. local 
time, for all Americans "To volun-
tarily and informally observe in 
their own way a Moment of re-
membrance and respect, pausing 
from whatever they are doing for 
a moment of silence or listening 

to 'Taps."    -USAMemorialDay.org 



Objectives:Objectives:Objectives:Objectives:     

To support and promote edu-

cational and research activi-

ties and interest in the his-

tory of the Colfax area; to 

promote and establish a local 

museum; to work with other 

Historical Societies and local 

groups; to discover, collect 

and make accessible to the 

public historical facts and 

objects; to mark places and 

building of historical interest 

in the Colfax area and cata-

log such markers in an or-

derly manner; to register 

historical landmarks and 

buildings’ to accept gifts and 

donations from the public 

and other organizations and 

to raise funds to accomplish 

all the above. 

Meetings:Meetings:Meetings:Meetings:     

General Meetings: 4/year 

Executive Board: 4/year 

Location:  99 Railroad Ave 

Membership and Annual Dues:Membership and Annual Dues:Membership and Annual Dues:Membership and Annual Dues:    

Regular (single)  Member :                       $15.00 

Family (including children:                        $25.00 

Junior (not included in Family:                  $  5.00 

Business (includes ad in Cobblestones)  $30.00 

Non-profit Organizations       $30.00 

Additional contributions are always welcome 
Dues apply to fiscal year, July 1 to June 30 and are tax-
deductible.   Members receive a membership card and 

Cobblestones. 

Make checks payable to: Colfax Area Historical Society 

Send with your name, address, phone #, email address 

and amount enclosed to :  POB 185, Colfax, Ca 95713 

C A H S  M e m b e r s h i p  

J o i n  U S !  
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Call for Colfax PhotosCall for Colfax PhotosCall for Colfax PhotosCall for Colfax Photos    
Please share your history gems. Email scanned photos to Teri@LiveInColfax.com be 
sure to put Cobblestones in the subject line 
If you can’t scan them stop by the museum. 
– Thank-you 

Do you have any stories you 
would like to share? 
Please email them to the  
Editor:Teri@LiveInColfax.com 
Subject line: Cobblestones 

I am working on my Maginn family 
genealogy; my dad had copied 
page 579 for me of "History of 
Placer and Nevada Counties" (from 
1925) that includes: "In 1855, 
Mrs. Margaret Maginn Hawkins left 
the Emerald Isle to come to the 
United States and she was keeping 
a boarding house in Iowa Hill, Cali-
fornia.  Three years later, her 
brother Patrick decided that he, 
too, would leave his native land 
and seek the Golden West;  he 
came with his family, in which 
there was a seven-year-old boy 
who was destined to become a 
prominent figure in the country of 
his adoption.  They called him Pat-
rick H., after his father, with an "H" 
added to avoid confusion. Patrick 
H. was the second of four children.  
His first schooling was in the sub-
scription school at the rate of 50 
cents a week;  when the public 
school was started, he attended 
three short seasons.  He was 
brought up on the home ranch 
and, being the eldest at home, 
responsibility fell on his shoulders.  

In 1868, he went to Colfax and got 
into the Culver wagon shop to 
learn the blacksmith trade.  He 
next got a job with C. Franks as a 
blacksmith and, for fourteen years, 
he followed the trade and got to be 
an expert and foreman in the shop;  
in the meantime, he was deputy 
county assessor.  At that time 
there were from three to six horse 
stages daily arriving and leaving 
Colfax and plenty of blacksmithing 
work.  When the shop work gave 
out, he got employment in the 
shops of the Southern Pacific Rail-
road as a machinist and worked off 
and on for twenty years there. Pat-
rick H. Maginn is called 'the Father 
of Colfax,' having resided there 
continuously since 1868.  He has 
made enough to keep himself and 
wife comfortably, besides rearing 
their family.  He owns his resi-
dence and other desirable property 
in Colfax, including a ranch and 
acreage in town.  He is a member 
of the County Democratic Central 
Committee.  He is a member of 
Colfax/Illinoistown Masonic Lodge 

No. 51 and has been a school trus-
tee many years.  He recalls the 
hard times his parents, who are 
now at rest in the Colfax Cemetary, 
had in Virginia City after the flood 
in 1862 and the celebration April 
24, 1869, when the golden spike 
cementing the line between the 
East and West was driven by Gov-
ernor Stanford at Promontory and 
the news was ticked over the tele-
graph at Colfax and passed on 
down to Sacramento."  
The Patrick H. Maginn  mentioned 
there was my great-grandfather; 
my dad had also told me that Pat-
rick H.'s mother's maiden name 
was Bridget Bradley and that the 
parents of my great-grandmother, 
Esther Aloysius Murray Maginn, 
were Luke Murray and Anne Rice.  
I live in Southern California; do you 
know whether the Colfax Area His-
torical Society has any photo-
graphs, newspaper articles, or 
other information about any of 
these people? 
Thank you. -Jennie Maginn Bauer  
jennappr@sbcglobal.net 

Request for information on the Maginn Family From Jennie Maginn Bauer 



Gift in honor/memoryGift in honor/memoryGift in honor/memoryGift in honor/memory    
    

 Of:___________________________________ Of:___________________________________ Of:___________________________________ Of:___________________________________    
    
    

By:___________________________________By:___________________________________By:___________________________________By:___________________________________    
    
    

Address:_______________________________Address:_______________________________Address:_______________________________Address:_______________________________    
    

EEEE----mail_________________________________mail_________________________________mail_________________________________mail_________________________________    
    

Phone_________________________________Phone_________________________________Phone_________________________________Phone_________________________________    
    

Amount enclosed:_______________________Amount enclosed:_______________________Amount enclosed:_______________________Amount enclosed:_______________________    
    

Date:_________________________________Date:_________________________________Date:_________________________________Date:_________________________________    
    

MEMORIAL GIVING TO 
CAHS 

 
Colfax Area Historical 
Society is prepared to 

receive gifts, and memo-
rials in honor and in 

memory of loved ones.  
To make a gift use the 
following form and mail 

to: 
Colfax Area Historical 

Society 
Attention:  Memorials 

Secretary 
P O Box 185, Colfax CA 

95713-0185 
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A n y  A u t h o r s  o u t  t h e r e ?  

Greetings from The History Press. 
I would like to introduce myself 
as the Commissioning Editor for 
the West Coast. Our press is 
newly expanding to the western 
states, and I’m looking for Califor-
nia authors who have strong ties 
to their community and an inter-
est in their local history. I’m writ-
ing to ask if the Colfax Area His-
torical Society can recommend 
potential authors for our press. 
To tell you a bit about our com-
pany, The History Press is a tradi-
tional publisher that focuses ex-
clusively on local and regional 
history. We publish a wide range 
of accessible, text-driven history 
books, including brief histories of 
a town, the story of a landmark, 

and collections of folklore or 
essays on local culture. Our 
recent titles include Hidden 
History of the Mississippi Blues, 
Historic Hoosier Gyms: Discov-
ering Bygone Basketball Land-
marks, Shocking Stories of the 
Cleveland Mob, Pizitz: Your 
Store, The History of Michigan 
Wines: 150 Years of Winemak-
ing along the Great Lakes, and 
Massacre of the Conestogas: 
On the Trail of the Paxton Boys 
in Lancaster County. We handle 
all stages of the publishing 
process—from financing, edito-
rial, design, and production to 
sales, marketing, and distribu-
tion—and compensate in the 

form of royalties. You can find us 
online at www.historypress.net. 
Can you recommend any local au-
thors who might be a match for our 
press? I would also welcome your 
input on local stories that deserve 
attention. 
Please let me know if you have any 
questions or would like additional 
information about The History 
Press. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 
Warm Regards,  
Aubrie Koenig 
Commissioning Editor 
The History Press 
aubrie.koenig@historypress.net 
843.577.5971 ext. 117 



Caboose Work       Caboose Work       Caboose Work       Caboose Work       

ScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule    

May-July    

1st & 3rd  
Wednesday 

Work party  Work party  Work party  Work party  9:00am 
 
 

1st & 3rd  
Saturday  

Work party  Work party  Work party  Work party  9:00am 
 
 

Because weather will be 

a problem with working 

conditions, some of 

these dates may be 

added to when weather 

and availability permit!  

 

Contact: Tony Hesch Contact: Tony Hesch Contact: Tony Hesch Contact: Tony Hesch 

530530530530----346346346346----9179 if you 9179 if you 9179 if you 9179 if you 

would like to help or would like to help or would like to help or would like to help or 

donate to the projectdonate to the projectdonate to the projectdonate to the project    

Especially needed are skilled carpenters. 

C o l f a x  C a b o o s e  R e s t o r a t i o n  
O u r  F r i e n d s  W i t h  P l a c e r  S i e r r a  R a i l r o a d   

H e r i t a g e  S o c i e t y  n e e d  Y o u r  H e l p !  
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Fun Links & InfoFun Links & InfoFun Links & InfoFun Links & Info    
Seeking Proposals for Preservation Trades Demonstrations 
If you practice a traditional or preservation trade that you would 
like to demonstrate that will highlight particular techniques, mate-
rials, tools and skills related to the preservation or restoration of 
historic structures we would like to hear from you.  Visit the web 
site www.iptw.org for more information and registration. Or email 
info@ptn.org with your questions.  Barry A. Loveland, Chief 
Division of Architecture and Preservation Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, Room N118 Harrisburg, PA 17120-0053 
Ph: 717.783.5407 
 
 
Link to more info on the Donner Pass Historical Rendezvous: 
www.DonnerSummitHistoricalSociety.org 
 
Placer Sierra Railroad Heritage Society: www.psrhs.org 
 
Leave a Legacy: www.snlal.org 
 

Flags Flying on Main St Armed Forces Day 2010 
Photo  by Teri A. Murch 



 

American Legion  
Colfax Post 192 
P.O. Box 311 
Colfax, Ca 95713 

Mike Basich Painting 
23850 Spring Valley Road 
Colfax, CA 95713 
346-2466 
  

Colfax Market 
Main Street 
P.O. Box 717 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
346-7029 
  

Winner Chevrolet 
1624 South Canyon Way 
P.O. Box 1867 
Colfax, Ca   95713 
346-8313 
  

VFW Ladies Aux. 
Post 2003 
P.O. Box 1213 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
(Pres.) 636-4242 
  

Old Pharmacy Café 
30 N. Main Street 
Colfax, Ca 95713 
320-0160 
cometocolfax@hotmail.com 

  

Pick-A-Flick Video 
       Main Street 
P.O. Box 29 
Colfax, Ca 95713 

Colfax Record 
Gloria Beverage 
P.O. Box 755 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
346-2232   346-7029 
  

Connie’s Decors 
17 W.Church Street 
P.O. Box 775 
Colfax, Ca 95713 
346-8250   888-505-8250 
ConniesDecors.com 

Colfax Elem. School Dst. 
24825 Ben Taylor Road 
Colfax, CA   95713 
346-2202 
  

Kurtis H. Fox, M.D., Inc. 
P.O. Box 1199 
Colfax, CA   95713 
346-2281 
  

Colfax Garden Club 
P.O. Box 1801 
Colfax, CA   95713 
346-8149 
jewelldelapp@yahoo.com 

  

Colfax Area Chamber of 
Com.-  99 Railroad Ave 
Colfax, CA   95713 
346-8888 
railcar@colfaxarea.com 
  

Auburn Vision Center 
333 South Auburn St.  
Suite. 1 
Colfax,   Ca   95713 
346-2269 

 

Golden Drift Historical 
Society 
P.O. Box 253 
Dutch Flat,   CA   95714 
389-2617 
  

Tully-Wihr Company 
148 Whitcomb Ave 
Colfax, Ca 95713 

A. Grant Macomber, Atty. 
P.O. Box 248 
Applegate, CA 95703 

Giovanni’s Restaurant 
450 Gladycon Road  
#42 
Colfax, CA 95713 
346-7400 
  

Colfax City Carwash, Inc 
1001 S. Auburn Street 
(Mail) 1170 Pinecroft Rd. 
Colfax, CA   95713 
346-1803 346-2184 
bbbrendat@dishmail.net 
  

John Demorest, DDS 
P.O. Box 1659 
Colfax, CA 95713 
346-2214 
johnlisa@earthlink.com 
  

Judy’s Stylz for You 
Judy Neher 
333 So. Auburn St.  
Colfax, CA 95713 
346-6800 
  

Placer County Historical. 
Society 
P.O. Box 5643 
Auburn, CA   95604 
  

Whistle Stop Quilt & Sew 
54 N. Main St 
P.O. Box 1973  
Colfax, Ca 95713 
 
WhistleStopQuiltAndSew.com 

 
 

Hanford’s Catering 
P.O. Box 1236 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
888-7145 

 

patty@hanfordscatering.com 

  

Colfax Dental Center 
Dr. Dan E. Zender 
Dr. Chad E. Jensen 
120 Whitcomb Ave. 
P.O. Box 1080 
Colfax, CA   95713 
346-6244 
  

Teri Andrews-Murch 
Realtor w/Lyon Real Estate 
1900 Grass Valley Hwy Ste. 
100, Auburn 
530-798-0215 
teri@liveincolfax.com 
www.LiveInColfax.com  
  

Long Ravine Resort at 
Rollins Lake 
P.O. Box 60 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
346-6166 
  

Sierra Business Service 
James and Barbara Kelly 
520-D So. Auburn St 
Colfax, CA 95713 
346-2455 
barbkelly@foothill.net 
  
  

Sierra Market 
575 South Auburn Street 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
346-8338 
cei@foothill.net 
  

Tahoe Valley Lines 
Gunnar & AnnMarie 
Henrioulle 
P.O. Box2020 
Colfax,   CA   95713 
346-6060 
gunnarh@cwo.com 
  

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 185 

Colfax, CA 95713 

Visit our Museum Located  

in the Depot 

99 Railroad Street 

 

10am—3pm Daily 

C O L F A X   

A R E A  H I S T O R I C A L  

S O C I E T Y  

S u p p o r t  o u r  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  m e m b e r s  

WE’RE ON THE WEB AT 

WWW.COLFAXHISTORY.ORG 

 Visit The 

Museum 
& See the 

“New” Old 

Stuff 


